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Essential Q

uestion: 
–W

hat w
as the Renaissance? 

–W
hat factors led to the rise of the 

Renaissance?  
 



The Renaissance 
W

estern Europe em
erged from

 the M
iddle Ages 

during an era know
n as the Renaissance 

From
 1300 to 1600, 

W
estern Europe 

experienced a “rebirth” 
in trade, learning, &

 
Greco-Rom

an ideas  
During the Renaissance, 

Europeans developed 
new

 ideas in art, gov’t, 
&

 hum
an potential  

The Renaissance 
m

arked the 
beginning of the 

“m
odern era”  



W
hat changed during the M

iddle Ages 
that gave rise to the Renaissance? 

Trade &
 Cities? 

Governm
ent? 

Religion? 

Hum
an Potential? 

Trade &
 Cities? 



W
hat w

as trade like during the M
iddle Ages? 



W
hat w

ere things like in the Renaissance? 



The Crusades increased 
European dem

and for 
luxury goods from

 Asia  

Italian m
erchants began 

m
eeting the dem

and for 
trade in Europe  



As a result, Italian cities  
&

 a w
ealthy m

iddle class 
began to form

 in Italy  

The m
ost im

portant 
Italian city w

as Florence, 
w

here w
ealth from

 trade 
sparked the Renaissance  

A new
 m

iddle class of 
bankers, m

erchants, &
 

skilled craftsm
en 

gained lots of pow
er 

The M
edici fam

ily w
ere 

w
ealthy bankers w

ho used 
their w

ealth to turn Florence 
into Italy’s m

ost artistic city 



W
hat changed during the M

iddle Ages 
that gave rise to the Renaissance? 

Trade &
 Cities? 

Governm
ent? 

Religion? 

Hum
an Potential? 

Governm
ent? 



 

W
hat w

as governm
ent like in the M

iddle Ages? 



W
hat w

as governm
ent like in the Renaissance? 



Kings w
ere able to tax m

erchants &
 use their 

w
ealth to build arm

ies &
 strong nations w

hich 
hurt the pow

er of the feudal lords 
From

 1337 to 1453, 
England &

 France 
began a conflict 

called the  
Hundred Years W

ar   

During the w
ar, 

nationalism
 

increased as 
people becam

e 
loyal to their king 
&

 nation, rather 
than their lord 

 



During the Hundred Years W
ar, new

 m
ilitary w

eapons 
decreased the pow

er of feudal lords &
 knights 

The discovery of 
Chinese gunpow

der led 
to the developm

ent of 
cannons w

hich helped 
arm

ies penetrate castles  
 



The invention of the longbow
 allow

ed soldiers to 
shoot accurately up to 300 yards w

hich decreased 
the im

portance of knights on horseback  
 



W
hat changed during the M

iddle Ages 
that gave rise to the Renaissance? 

Trade &
 Cities? 

Governm
ent? 

Religion? 

Hum
an Potential? 

Religion? 



W
hat w

as religion like in the M
iddle Ages? 



W
hat w

as religion like during the Renaissance? 



In the late M
iddle Ages, the Pope &

 the Catholic 
Church lost som

e of its influence as a result of the 
losses to M

uslim
 arm

ies during the Crusades 

Despite having less influence, the Catholic Church 
w

as still an im
portant part of peoples’ lives &

  
the pope rem

ained im
portant  



W
hat changed during the M

iddle Ages 
that gave rise to the Renaissance? 

Trade &
 Cities? 

Governm
ent? 

Religion? 

Hum
an Potential? 

Hum
an Potential? 



W
hat w

ere com
m

on people expected to do 
during the M

iddle Ages?  



W
hat w

as expected of people during the 
Renaissance? 



During the M
iddle Ages, peasants did not ow

n land 
&

 had no options other than rem
aining loyal to a 

feudal lord &
 w

ork w
ithin the m

anorial system
  



The rise of trade during the Renaissance gave  
people options to leave the m

anor &
 m

ove to 
cities to serve as m

erchants or skilled artisans   



O
ne reason for the decline of the m

anorial system
 

w
as the plague, know

n as the Black Death 

In 1347, a trade ship 
arrived in Italy carrying 

plague-infested rats 

The plague sw
ept quickly 

throughout Europe along 
trade routes 



 

The plague killed 25 m
illion people in 5 years  

( 1/3  of Europe’s population)  

The plague caused a labor shortage; those that 
survived could dem

and higher w
ages &

 m
ore rights 



 During the Renaissance, people had  
m

ore options than ever before w
hich led to  

a belief that people can accom
plish anything  



Individuals becam
e the center of attention 

during the Renaissance 

Social status w
as  

based on w
ealth &

 
ability, not birthright  

A new
 w

ay of 
thinking began during 

the Renaissance 
called Hum

anism
 

Hum
anists studied the 

“classical” ideas of Greece 
&

 Rom
e &

 believed that 
education could m

ake the 
w

orld a better place 



W
hat w

as expected of m
en &

 w
om

en  
in the Renaissance? 

The “ideal m
an” w

as w
ell 

educated, sm
art, can dance, 

w
rite poetry, &

 play m
usic; 

(called a “Renaissance M
an”) 

The “ideal w
om

an” should 
have the sam

e qualities as 
m

en but should not seek fam
e 

or political pow
er 

(Renaissance w
om

en w
ere 

better educated but had few
er 

rights than m
edieval w

om
en) 




