
Bell Activity Page 89 

If you were to record the main events in your life, which ones would 
they be and why? How would you space out the events? 



Learning Objectives 

• Understand the various ways of measuring the passage of time. 

• Determine the difference between history and prehistory. 



CC 9.1 

 



Timelines 

• Timelines are used as a tool. It is a line marked off with events and 
dates. 
• Used to put events in chronological order. 

• It can cover any length of time or period of time. 

 

• Period- This is a specific time that is singled out because something 
significant happened during this time.  



• https://histography.io 
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Organizing Time 

History can be organized in multiple ways 
 1. Prehistory (before humans invented writing) 
 2. History 
 3.  Beginning with a key event  
  Before Jesus’ birthday  (B.C. or B.C.E) 

  After Jesus’ birth (A.D. or anno Domini- in the year of our Lord) 
 

4. Calendar Systems 
   



Calendar Systems 

• Based on movements of Earth, the stars or a combination. 
• Different methods were used to create calendars depending on the 

society. 



Aztec Calendar or Sun Stone 

• Aztec’s had two calendars, 365-day agricultural calendar and 260-day 
religious calendar. 

 

• https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/art-americas/early-
cultures/aztec-mexica/v/sun-stone 
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Gregorian Calendar 

• Named after Pope Gregory XIII and was introduced in 1582. 
• Used by most of the world today. 
• 365 or 366 days/year 
• Based on movement of Earth around the sun. 



Create a Timeline page 88 

On graph paper provided, create a timeline that highlights important 
events in their lives. Begin by inserting major events; birth, toddler 
years, early school years, and then insert specific events in 
chronological order. 


